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Wherein  all  the  Afpcrfions  thrown  out  again fl: 
that  Gentleman,  relative  to  the  Affair  of 
Rochfort,  are  unanswerably  confuted. 


By  a  Member  of  Parliament. 
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IN  the  year  1757,  attacks  were  made 
upon  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and 

on  the  proteftant  religion,  by  the 
united  force  of  moft  of  the  roman  catho¬ 
lic  powers.  The  head  of  the  empire, 
aftuated  by  unfeen  fprings,  undertook  the 
great  part :  her  influence,  though  lefs  than 
(he  fuppofed,  drew  many  into  the  enter- 
prize  ;  and  PrufTia  was  the  fir  ft  devoted 
viftirn.  Thofe  who  were  to  fhare  the 
fpoil  entered  the  league  from  intereft; 
France  from  ambition.  England  her  old 
and  her  fuccefsful  enemy  appeared  in  the 


B 
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fupport  or  liocrty ;  and  Rudijf,  honeft, 
but  open  to  deceit,  was  led  by  the  addrefs 
of  France,  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  this 
unnatural  union,  agaiaft  her  proper 
intereiis. 

*r  *  A 

Our  country  at  this  period  began,  after 
a  feries  of  crofs  events,  to  indulge  the 
hope  of  better  fortune.  Afhare  in  thepub- 
lic  councils  was  given  to  aperfon  in  whole 
favour  the  free  voice  of  the  people  had 
declared  j  one,  who  if  thofe  may  judge 
that  knew  him  nearly,  is  not  without 
talents  for  that  fervice  >  and  who,  if  he 
does  not  prefer  to  every  other  thought  the 
intereft  of  his  country,  is  the  greated:  of 
all  diffemblers. 

The  fchemes  of  France,  diftindt  from 

» 

<all  the  others,  even  while  they  joined  then* 
forces, hadEnglandin  theirview ;  withits 
connexions  and  dependencies.  The  Ger¬ 
man  dominionsof  ourlovereign,  toomucli 
cxpofed  to  their  fury,  were  threatened 

with 

^  \‘Cr- 
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with  all  the  mifchief  that  has  fince  fallen 
upon  them,  and  no  alternative  was  offered 
but  dilhonour :  ourflourilhing  colonies  in 
America  were  menaced  with  extirpation. 
Powerful  fleets  and  numerous  armies  were 
fent  out;  for  that  purpofe ;  nor  were  we  left 
without  occafion  of  terror  even  at  home. 

Befide  the  prelent,  fchemes  were  laid  for 
future  contefls,  of  yet  more  importance. 
The  marine  of  that  kingdom,  negledted 

O  J  o 

under  heroes  who  were  its  fovereigns, 
was  more  conlidered  even  by  the  prefent. 
It  was  now  upon  a  foot  of  power  and' 
credit ;  and  it  was  meant  for  much  more 
execution.  Yards,  docks,  and  ffore-houfes 
like  ours  were  eftablifhed ;  and  to  our 
fhame  and  borrow,  our  own  people  carried' 
to  them  thofe  arts  of  building  which  had 
made  the  Englifli  (hips  fuperior  to  thole 

of  other  nations  :  whether  want  of  en- 

\  « 

couragement,  adlual  oppreffion,  nr  what - 
loever  other  eaufe  had  done  it,  the  fliips 
of  France,  hereafter  to  be  managed  per¬ 
il  Z:  haps. 
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haps  by  Englifh  hands,  were  formed  by 
Englifh  builders.  This  has  been  the  fad 
ftate  of  things  :  perhaps  it  will  be  fo  no 
more  :  but  it  is  here  alone  we  are  threat¬ 
ened.  Britons  muft  fight  and  work  for 
France,  if  France  be  ever  to  fubdue  their 
country, 

Suis  &  ipfa  viribus - 

as  the  divine  Lyric  laid  in  tears  of  Rome, 
the  reader  knows  the  rcld, —  will  be  the 
fate,  if  any  fuch  fate  attend,  on  England. 

With  thefe  afiift  ances  France  thought, 
and  till  a  happier  expedition  fhall  cure  her 
of  the  del  ufion,  thinks  Itill,  and  will  think, 
that  fhe  may  brave  the  Englifh  on  their 
proper  element.  The  empire  of  the  fea, 
fo  early  claimed,  fo  long  and  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully  fupported  by  our  anceftors, 
is  threatened  with  a  fhock  from  this 
new  quarter ;  and  what  the  hardy  Hol¬ 
landers  attempted  vainly,  feems,  per¬ 
haps,  more  endangered  by  this  light 
people. 


This 
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This  was  the  general  face  of  things  r 
defeending  from  which  to  the  particulaiSy 
thofe  will  be  eafily  explained ;  and  every 


private  Briton  whole  puile  adiftedj  and 
whofe  hopes  attended  on  this  enterprize, 
will  thus  know  from  his  own  reafon  (not 
from  the  partial  reprefentations  of  another  ) 
what  caufe  there  was  for  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking;  on  what  foundation  it  has  been 
eftablilhed ;  why  Rochfort  was  the  place ; 
and  how  it  failed. 


t 

France  was  at  this  time  powerful  on 
the  continent,  and  ftrong  at  fea  in  the 
American  world :  but  ralh  in  her  too 
haughty  councils.  While  fhe  was  thus 
formidable,  or  formidable  at  lead:  die 
would  have  been  to  any  but  to  us,  abi  oad ; 

fhe  was  at  home  defencelefs. 

■*  «> 

It  was  otherwife  with  England  :  equal 
in  the  American  Teas,  if  inferior,  where 
it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  (Ire  was 
fo,  in  her  connected  feat  upon  the  conti¬ 
nent;  (lie  had  great  ftrength'at  home. 

Elated 
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Elated  with  the  ftrong  hope  of  fuccels,fhe 
was  not  deftitute  in  the  means  of  enter- 
prize  :  her  navy  powerful,  her  land-force 
eager  to  revenge  late  infults,  and  the 
golden  ilnews  of  war  ftrong  in  her  fa- 
brick  :  her  people  able  to  afford  fupplies ; 
and  every  private  coffer  ready  to  be  opened' 
for  immediate  fervice;  becaufe  the  owners 
knew  his  integrity,  and  entertained  no 
mean  opinion  of  his  fkill,  who  had  now 
fome  ftiare  in  their  difpofal. 

It  was  efiential  to  do  fomethin?  preat : 

o  o 

to  fhew  the  world  that  'twas  the  chance 
of  war  alone,  and  accidental  crofles  which 
had  fullyed  the  glory  of  the  Britifh  name; 
to  keep  alive  tire  recovered  fpirit  of  our 
people;  to  give  affurance  to  our  allies;  and 
to  abate  the  enemy’s  infolence. 

/ 

This  enemy  who  had  lately  threatened, 

t 

(or  had  been  thought  to  threaten  )Eng!and 
with  an  invafion,  herfelf  now  lay  open. 
Hervanity  had  left  her  coafts  unguarded. 

The 


] 
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The  fair  occafion  invited  an  attempt! 
our  great  ally  with  half  the  arm'd  world 
upon  his  back,  requeued  it,  that  he  might 
be  eafed  on  their  part  by  a  diverlion  ; 
and  it  was  plain,  that  our  own  general, 
overmatched  in  the  hereditary  dominions 
of  his  royal  father,  would  receive  from 
this  enterprize,  equal  advantage. 


Any  attempt  would  havehadthis  allur¬ 
ed  fuccefs  ;  but  we  were  promifed  more. 
Our  force  was  equal  to  it,  and  the  way 
lay  open.  We  undertook  the  enterprize  j 
and  we  engaged  with  fpirit;  that  has 
been  common  ;  but  we  now  joined  to  it 
the  foul  of  expeditions.  Secrecy,  un~v 
known  before  in  England.  They  were 
alarmed.  They  faw  our  preparation; 
they  knew  it  was  againft  tliemfelvCoj 
and  that  it  was  what  they  could  not  re- 
lift ;  but  though  they  faw  the  black 
clouds  gather,  they  knew  not  where  the 

thunder  was  to  fall. 


.  I 

When  it  appe 
hurt  by  fuch  an 


ared  France  might  be 
enterprize,  the  queftion 


\ 
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was,  in  what  part  the  might  be  hurt,  not 
the  moft  eafily,  that  thought  was  beneath 
the  Biitifh  courage,  but  the  moft  effedtu- 
ally  :  where  the  wound  would  be  moft 
deep,  and  longeft  in  the  cure. 

f 

Rochfort,  a  yard  and  arfenal  of  France, 
lay,  even  in  their  own  opinion,  open  9 
certainly  it  had  not,  nor  yet  has  the  com¬ 
mon  and  the  regular  fortifications  j  no 
.not  a  wall  complete.  Its  docks  were  full 
of  preparation  for  the  great  future  fchemej 
its  foundery  was  a  refource  of  the  utmoft 
importance  its  naval  ftores  with  every 
kind  of  armament,  amafled  in  vaft 
abundance,  lay  there  :  at  leaft,  there  was 
one  great  department  of  the  future  pro- 
je<ft  j  of  the  fupplies  for  the  prefent  war; 
and  of  the  means  of  lucceeding  conteft 
on  the  lea. 

Would  it  have  been  little  to  havefeized 
on  thefe?  or  would  it  have  been  difficult? 
The  great  purpofe  of  a  diverlion  would 
have  been  anfwercd  by  an  attempt  upon 

their 
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their  coaft;  and  thefuccefs  which  as  furely 
would  have  attended  that  attempt  as  glory 
follows  virtue,  would  have  rendered  this 
fo  dreaded  enemy  weak  at  fea  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  war,  conlequently  open 
to  plunder  in  her  commerce,  and  in  the 
neceffary  event  of  that,  poor,  and  incapa¬ 
ble  to  continue  it.  Perhaps  it  would  have 
brought  them  to  our  feet  for  peace ;  for 
that  peace  which  it  is  pretended  we  muft 
now  feek  from  them. 

r  *  , 

Up  on  thefe  principles,  and  with  this 
fair  aflurance  of  fuccefs,  a  plan  of  fuch 
an  operation  was  purpofed  in  fecret,  and 
was  laid  before  his  majefty :  it  is  faid,  it 
was  prepared  by  this  particular  perfon ; 
but  by  whoever,  and  in  contempt  of  its 
mod  perfed  failure,  it  may  be  juft  to 
fay,  what  integrity  will  fay  now,  and  the 
voice  of  pofterity  will  confirm,  it  was  to 

the  contrivers,  honour. 

,  *  *  •  » 

Too  much  was  not  required  of  thofe 
•who  had  been  appointed  for  its  execution. 

,C  One 
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One  regiment  of  regular  troops,  and  as 
many  of  a  paltry  militia  ;  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  a  doating  general,  were  all  the 
fhength  of  Rochfort :  and  the  whole 
force  on  that  part  of  tlie  coaft,  not  only 
when  the  plan  was  laid,  but  when  our 
fleet  was  on  their  feas,  was  not  enough  to 
have  faced  the  troops  it  carried.  The 
town,  incapable  of  defence,  would  have 
been  furrendered,  or  deferted ;  and  the 
ffores  and  preparations,  nay,  much 
more,  the  docks  and  fcenes  of  future  pre¬ 
paration,  might  have  been  deflxoyed. 

All  this  was  known  when  the  deli  on 
was  laid  ;  nothing  has  contradidfed  it, 
no  not  the  leaft  part  of  it,  during  the 
courfeof  that  unfortunate  undertaking  ; 
and  it  has  been  fince  confirmed  :  ’tis  cer¬ 
tain  England  might,  without  the  expence 
of  a  bloody  conflict,  have  at  one  broke  re¬ 
duced  thenaval  power  of  France  for  years 
to  come  ;  flie  might  have  left  a  mark  of 
thfhonour  for  ages  upon  this  enemy, 

whom 
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whom,  inftead  of  oppofition  it  is  become 
a  fafhion  to  adore  ;  and  might  have 
ihewed  the  Engliih  foldiery  how  much 
they  err,  who  reprefent  that  light  people 
as  equal  to  them  in  the  field'.  All  this 
might  have  been  done  without, -perhaps, 
the°lofs  of  a  man,  without,- ’tis  laid,  the 
very  wetting  of  their  Ihoes  who  fhould. 
have  landed. 

The  great  fcheme  thus  propofed,  and 
thus  fupported,  was  weighed  delibe¬ 
rately  by  our  fovereign,  than  whom 
none  knows  better  what  can,  -and  what 
cannot  be  done  in  war  >  for  it  won 
-  not  be  eafy  for  the  prefent- world  to  Ihew 
a  better,,  or  a  more  experienced,  foldier. 
It  was  judged  fairly  practicable  by  his 
great  council,  and  difpofitions  were  made 
for  it  under  the  care  of  our  commander 
in  chief,  whofe  name  *  being  mentioned 
all  praife  is  fuperfluous. 

A  though  none  doubted  of  the  BritMi 
courage,  cautions  were  employed,  (as  k 


*  Sir  John  Ligonlcr. 
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to  makeafcnce  double  fore)  that  would 

have  rendered  cowards  able  to  aceotnplt 

0;  werei,e  not  ordered  to  ma-tab 

retUrn  ru  P?*'  bUt  t0  deftr°y  it  and 

this  tall  ^  f°rCe  tHey  Carrled  rendei'ed 
ta*  eafy;  even  if  all  the  enemy's 

Power  upon  or  near  the  fpot  had  been 

-Collected  to  difpute  it.  There  have  been 

tunes  when  the  Englifo  generals,  true 

copies  of  the  Spartan  hercifm,  did  not 

.enquire  what  number  there  were  of  the 

enemy  but  where  they  might  be  found. 

.  no  hich  reiolution  was  expefted  :  for 

it  was  not  needed.  A  furprize  might 

accomphlh  their  undertaking,  or  they 

were  a  ole  to  carry  all  by  force.  Thev 

could  not  have  failed  to  take  the  place 

againd  all  reii dance  ,  but  none  would 

have  been  made.  They  had  no  caufe  to 

aou  >t  t  e  truth  of  that  reprefentation  of 

t  ae  date  of  the  place  under  which  they 

nad  undertaken  the  charge :  nor  had 

tney  doubted  it  at  home.  To  guard  againd 

urpnzeson  their  own  part  they  had  horfe, 

a  cafe  uncommon  in  foch  enterprizes  • 

and 


) 
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2nd  thefc  were  that  npmi.* 

to  th,  H  n-  Pecuhar  corps  trained 

to  the  Huffier  exercife  of  the  Pru(!;ans 

under  the  very  officer  »  who  had  form’d 

them  ;  a  young  man  bred  to  the  trade  of 

war  from  ffisearheffi  infancy,  ednea^ 

‘  under  that  didinguiffied  general 

the  great  earl  of  Crawford ;  and  who  will 

maftef  tI  /  “  an,honour  '°his  nohler 
•  hefe  would  have  fcoured  the 

countty  for  their  affurance ;  and  the  ve™ 

f°”b?  f°m  «'='  could  have  de^ 

of  K  t,T  •a821'111  *cimaSinary  danger 
banfe  Sf  'ro°PS  C°nCea,cd  behind 

banks  of  fand.  Means  never  thought  of 
~dbf  ftcWafioii5>tj; 

have  lilenced  this  moft  ridiculous  fear. 

•  • 

So  eafy  was  the  accompliffimentofthe 

great  project  j  and  for  die  lecurity  of  their 

s  fA A- 

thofe  fas  could  not  have  combltfa"  Thus 
was  them  duty  rendered  eafy,  and 

Captain  Lindfair- 

*  ■ 

faic 


(  H  1 

{afe.  return  provided.  Nothing  was  ex 
petted  of  them  but  what  common  men, 
hot  to  fay  Englifhmen,  might  have  per¬ 
formed  •,  and  thus  eafdy  might  they  ave 

returned  loaded  with  honours  in  tire  prace 
but Tdeteft  the  word,  there  ne¬ 
ver  will,  I  hope,  be  a  fecond  occafion  in' 
hdiich  it.  can  with  juftice  be  applied  to 
-  ’^chiefs. 


1 
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•  fhus  eafy  and  fecure  was  the  defign : 
thhs  certain  the  fuccefs,  if  all  had  been 
done  that  was  expetted  at  the  depat  tuie 
of  thofe  who  had  the  condutt  of  the 
execution  s'.and  which  at  their  accepting 
It  they  fuffered  to  be  expetted  from  them. 
BU£  it  has  failed  :  rather  it  has  been  un- 

4-  A  We  fee  the  ft  ate  >  and  tiue 

condition  of  the  enterprises  and  we  la- 

ment.tltatboingfocertainly  and  fo  p-am  y 

hratticable,  it  was  not  prattife  .  , 

•  Lfomething  more -.  let  us  exam, ne  nd 

that  ftrialy,  why.  Howcvci  imp 
&e  enterprizc  was,  dais  as  ye, 
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portant,  for  if  this  be  riot  underftood,  and 
tlie  caule,  whatfoever  it  was,  removed, 
the  fame  will  be  the  bane  of  future 
undertakings.  -  ■  ‘  ; 

>  ,  t  h  -'L  •  *•  F 

’ L  'v '  *  -  1  J  ,  ’*1  ii/f  OH’  > 

Tt  has  been  faid,  boldly,  that  ca<i 
bals  at  home  prevented  the  execution  of 

tliis  enterprize.  None  knows  the  hearts 
of  men  bnt  he  to  whom  they  once  fhall 
be  accountable ;  but  if  their  addons  and 
many  concurrent  teftimonies  can  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  lpeak  againf!  this  charge  of  more 
than  treafon,  what  has  been  faid  fo  hold- 

m 

Jy,  has,  at  leaft  in  one  inftance,  been  faid 
alfo  falfely :  thofe  who  have  prefumed  to 
lpeak  of  private  letters,  and  of  counter- 
orders,  have  been  moft  unjuif  ••  and  he 
who  was  fuppoied  the  principal  agent  in 
do  ill  a  fcheme,  has  been  no  more  con¬ 
cerned  in  ading,  than  in  juftifying  it  ;  he 
no  more  endeavoured  to  interrupt  the 

enterprize,  than  to  mifreprefent  it  after¬ 
wards. 


J 
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For  the  meaner  herd  that  bellow  to  fill 
up  the  cry,  and  in  the  mufter  pafs  for 
men,  if  they  have  indeed  clubed  their 
petty  endeavours  to  vilify  the  character  of 
one  who  never  condefcended  to  hurt 
them  j  and  if  they  could  have  guilt 
enough  to  endeavour  to  prevent  their 
country’s  benefit,  left  it  fhould  be  faid, 
it  was  derived  from  him ;  they  will  even 
in  their  fuccefs,  if  it  be  their  fuccefs,  have 
two  torments  j  fhame  under  their  own 
difappointment  in  their  defigns  againft 
him,  together  with  envy  at  his  clear  cha¬ 
racter  :  and  if  I  know  him,  he  will  pity 
them ;  for  envy  is  fufficient  punifhment. 

Thele,  whatfoever  might  be  their  in¬ 
tent,  had  not  the  power  to  overthrow 
the  fyftem :  therefore  the  caufe  muft  be 
fought  farther.  It  is  natural  to  lay  it  to  tho 
charge  of  thole  who  were  entrufted  with 
die  command  j  and  fo  much  hatred  is 
there  in  the  world  (at  leaft  there  is  fa 
mych  in  the  party-world)  againft  virtue, 


/ 
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that  even  the  friends  of  thefe  officers 
would  gladly  throw  the  blame  upon 
them,  that  they  might  have  the  keen  re¬ 
proach  behind  for  him  who  had  recom- 
mended  them. 


I  know  not,  nor  do  I  fuppofe  they  who 
fpeak  loudeft  know  any  better,  who  recom¬ 
mended  them  j  butwhofoever  itwas, there 
could  he  no  objection  made  at  that  time 
againft  the  nomination.  They  were  all 
officers  of  eftablifhed  character ;  and  they 
will  fhew  their  country  on  fome  other 
occafioipdiow  well  they  had  deferved  it. 
There  was  a  poffibility  that  oppofition 
might  be  prepared,  and  the  great  Ipirit  of 
perfonal  courage  was  required  for  the  exe¬ 
cution  :  1  think,  if  the  whole  fervice  had 
been  fearched,  a  man  in  whom  more  of 
that  fpirit  refided,  than  him  to  whom 
the  chief  command  was  given,  could  not 
have  been  found.  They  err  extremely, 
who  imagine  a  thought,  the  contrary  to 
this 'character  was  ever  harboured  in  his 
.  .  D  heart. 
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heart,  or  in  either  of  theirs  who  lhared 
the  next  command. 

* 

It  may  be  permitted  me,  who  profefs 
that  I  think  highly  of  that  man  who  is 
fuppofed  to  have  made  the  choice,  and 
to  have  made  it  ill,  to  fay,  he  feems  to 
have  in  a  fuperior  degree,  the  art  of  know¬ 
ing  men.  Where  will  they  hide  their 
blulhes  who  have  laughed  when  they 
repeated  the  term  Heaven-born  Ge¬ 
neral  ;  a  term  applyed  furely,  with  apro- 
phetic  fpirit  to  him,  who  has  now  fhewn 
himfelf  the  Pruffia  of  the  EafL 

If  it  fhould  be  objected,  the  generals 
had  not  before  been  in  command  ;  when 
thole  who  raife  the  objection  add,  who 
has,  it  will  be  time  to  anfvver. 

Indeed,  not  want  of  means  or  of  flip* 
port,  nor  want  of  courage  in  the  chief 
in  office,  prevented  the  fuccefs,  the  glory, 
find  the  triumph,  that  mult  have  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  the  attempt  to  execute  their 
commiffion. 


'The  firft  caufe  was,  that  high  and  falfe 
opinion  which  fome  hold,  and  which 
many  more  affedt  to  entertain  of  France  j 
of  the.  wifdom,  ftrength,  and  courage  of 
that  people :  a  people,  who  feen  in  a  more 
juft  light,  have  nothing  of  the  fir  ft .  of 
thefe  important  qualities,  and  little  true 
of  either  of  the  others  :  whole  wifdom  is 
chicanery  and  cunning,  whofe  ftrength 
depends  on  our  permifiion ;  for  cut  their 
commerce  off,  and  it  is  over  :  and  whole 
courage,  though  it  were  unjuft  to  deny 
that  honourable  name  to  their  fiery  fpirit, 
never  was,  nor  can,  nor  will  be  able,  to 
ft  and  before  a  Britifh  infantry, 

Eafy  conquefts  and  fearful  enemies 
have  raffed  their  glory.  We  have  feen 
them  matched  with  Pruffians ;  and  we 
have  feen  the  effedt ;  an  ablolute  and  a 
rnoft  fhameful  defeat.  So  they  have  been 
ufed  to  appear  before  the  Englilh  eye  ; 

P.  2  for 
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for  they  who  he’d  them  cheaper  were 
thofe  who  had  fought  diem,  and  had 
found  them  fo  :  and  dtey  will  have  again 
their  antient  .eftimatiom 

r  r  '  %  t 

England  has  no  greater  enemies  than 
thofe  of  her  own  children,  who  have 
reprefented  diis  natural  and  everlafting 
enemy  in  colours  of  unjuft  terror.  Writ¬ 
er’s,  their  country’s  curfe  and  fliame, 
have,  from  the  times  when  we  ceafed  to 
chaftife  this  people,  reprefented  them  as 
above  diat  chaftifement :  and  what  is 
he,  the  lateft  of  them,  who  has  profaned 
an  order  once  facred  to  truth,  and  to 
good  fenfe,  by  an  atempt  to  prove,  that 
although  they  be  poflefted  of  all  thofe 
principles  and  manners  which  enervate 
and  enfeeble  us,  thole  very  manners  give 
them  ftrength  and  courage. 

Thefe  are  the  men  who  reprefent  our 
enemies  as  placed  above  furprize;  and  as 
invincible  :  to  fuch  it  is  owing  that  this 
fcheme  has  tailed.  It  was  enough,  that 

they 
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they  were  of  that  nation  who  were  to  be 
furprifed  at  Rochfort ;  for  it  was  therefore 
deemed  impracticable :  it  was  enough 
they  were  French ;  for  they  were  there¬ 
fore  too  llrong  for  oppohtion. 

^  ; 

It  I  may  freely  fpeak  my  fentiments, 
I  think,  that  the  mifcarriage  has  been  ow¬ 
ing  folely  to  a  diffidence  in  thofe  who  had 
command  ;  a  diffidence  arifing  from  this 
boa  fled  character  of  the  enemy,  and  a 
tendernefs  for  the  foldiers  blood.  They 
will  now  fee  their  diffidence  was  wrong  - 
their  own  opinion  of  the  enemy  was 
groundlefs,  entirely:  and  they  will,  I 
make  no  doubt,  retlore  that  glory  to  their 
country  in  fome  future  expedition,  which 
it  has  lolt  under  their  charge  in  this. 

# 

Let  them  remember  how  it  is  the 
heroe  of  the  prefent  age,  and  who  will  be 
the  wonder  of  fucceedmg  times,  has  gained 
his  rapid  victories.  True  follower  of  the 
Roman,  and  fir  it  Grecian  Tirtue,  he 
feels  as  a  man,  the  hazard  to  which  he 

1  mull 
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muft  expofe  his  foldiers,  but  as  a  chief, 
he  knows  it  needful :  he  knows  they  have 
engaged  themfelves  into  the  fervice  on 
luch  terms  ;  and  does  not  think  fo  meanly 
of  his  people,  as  to  fuppofe  they  are 
unwilling.  •  They  who  have  eat  for 
many  years  the  bread  of  peace,  upon  the 
terms  of  living  ready  for  war,  muft  be 
much  more  than  cowards  if  they  thought 
then  of  danger.  They  muft  lee  them- 
ielves,  and  they  muft  know  the  world 
would  fee  them  in  the  light  of  the  moft 
bafe  and  fraudulent  diftemblers,  thieves 

0 

of  the  public  treafure  3  and  betrayers  of 
the  kingdom’s  fafety. 

I  hope  there  are  no  fuch  monitors  on 
the  earth  :  certainly  England  has  none 
fuch.  The  diffidence  and  tendernefs  of 
danger  therefore  was  misplaced,  to  which 
this  great  fervice  was  iacrificed.  Thole 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  foldiers 
lives  thought  more  of  the  hazard  than 
they  who  were  to  fuffer  it.  It  would 
have  been  better,  like  the  brave  Pruffian, 
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to  have  pointed  out  the  battery,  if  there 
had  been  any,  or  the  word;  oppofition, 
whatfoever  it  were,'  and  to  have  faid  to 
them,  My  foldiers,  there  lies  the  path  to 
glory  ;  the  fervice  is  defperate,  but  it  is 
needful ;  they  mulf  fight  many,  who 
would  conquer  many :  and  the  bolder 
and  thefwifter  your  attack,  the  fhorter  is 
your  danger. 

Succeeding  generals  will,  I  hope,  think 
thus;  or  thefe  in  fucceeeding operations, 
the  expreflion  did  not  efcape  me,  I  repeat 
it,  in  fucceeding  operations  ;  lor  tenderly 
and  truly  as  I  love  Britain,  if  there  were 
now  an  expedition  propofed  which  re¬ 
quired  all  the  abilities  of  a  foldier,  I 
would  as  foon  appoint  the  fame,  as  any 

others  to  command. 

) 

No  knowledge  is  more  firmly  rooted 
in  the  mind  than  that  which  comes  with 
trouble.  To  an  ingenuous  heart,  the 
greatelt  of  all  incentives  to  be  punctual 

in  duty,  is  the  remembrance,  that  we  once 
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were  faulty  in  its  difcharge.  Thefe  would 
no  longer  pay  that  high  regard  to  France, 
which  has  done  us  more  harm  than  all 
her  forces ;  for  drey  now  kirow  it  is 
ill  grounded.  They  have  feen  a  place  of 
importance  left  unguarded  by  th is  wise 
people ;  they  have  feen  the  refources  of 
that  naval  power  widi  which  they  threaten 
Europe,  laid  open  to  dcilrutfion  ;  their 
coaft,  where  it  could  be  belt  attacked,  the 
word:  defended ;  a  poor,  weak,  trem  ¬ 
bling  and  unfpirited  foldiery,  commanded 
by  a  frighted  and  crying  general,  mar- 
fhal  of  France  ;  and  all,  who,  if  they  had 
made  the  attack,  would  have  out-broglio’d 
hiftory  ;  and  left  in  his  flight  more  than 

his  neared:  garment. 

-.  /  %  "  / 
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This  it  was  difficult  to  believe :  but 
this  they  have  feen.  Others  deceived  by  the 
fame  traitcrous  arts  which  mided  thefe, 

f 

of  praifing  France,  as  all  in  all  perfection, 
might  again  dinch  at  an  imagined  dan¬ 
ger  :  thefe  cannot  be  again  deceived. 
They  will  expedt  whenever  they  lead  to 

the 
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the  attack  again  ft  this  enemy,  to  find 
them  ill  advifed  and  ill  prepared  for  op- 
pofitionj  and  they  will,  to  difpel  all 
thought  of  terror  from  the  foldiers,  bid 
them  remember  Rochfort,  The  mifcar- 
riage  itfelf,  while  it  ftains.  our  annals, 
fhall  be  a  fource  of  glory.  No  fuccefs 
is  more  fecure  than  that  which  rifes  from 
ill  fortune. 

Why  fhould  the  future  commander 

*■ 

tiembie  ror  his  folders  when  he  remem¬ 
bers  they  are  Britons.  They  know  their 
duty  when  they  embark  :  they  leave  at 
home  the  thought  of  danger.  They  know 
their  own  fuperiority,  and  they  never  de¬ 
cline,  they  never  once  were  known  to 
decline,  but  always  to  defire,  the  con¬ 
flict  :  and  had  tire  cpueftion  been  put  to 
tnem,  they  would  have  begged  with  one 
voice,  all  to  be  firft  in  trampling  on  the 
enemy’s  fliores, 

J 

This  is  no  idle  thought ;  nor  are  they 
juft  who  have  infulted  the  prd'ent  race  of 

R  our 
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our  countrymen  with  the  term  degenerates 
Does  it  appear  in  any  of  their  adlions  ? 
In  fervice  have  our  officers  been  known  to 
flinch?  Or  are  they  averfe  to  undertake 
the  talk,  now  that  there  is  the  prolpedt 

of  the  heaviefl  fervice  ?  far  other  wife. 

< 

Young  men  of  the  heft  families  in  the 
nation,  feek,  follicit,  and  purchafe  the 
employment :  aye,  at  the  price  of  their 
whole  patrimony.  Men  who  have  expec¬ 
tations,  and  have  fortune,  give  that  which 
would  maintain  them  in  an  honourable 
independence,  for  leave  to  ferve  then- 
country.  They  do  much  more :  they  fub- 
mit  themfclves  to  the  controul  of  fupe- 
riors,  who  before  had  none  ;  they  enter 
into  a  regulation  which  clips  in  many 
inftances  the  faireft  feathers  in  the  wings 
of  freedom  :  fubjedt  themfelves  to  fre¬ 
quent  duty,  and  laws  more  ftridt  by  far 
than  thofe  of  die  kingdom.  It  is  to  ferve 
their  country  ;  to  ferve  it  at  the  price  of 
their  blood  :  and  how  arc  they  rewarded 
by  the  people  ?  but  I  am  filent  —  the 
reproach  will  be  felt  though  no  words 
give  it  found.  Are 
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Are  thefe  men  capable  of  fear  ?  it  is 
impoffible !  and  do  we  fuppofe  there  is 
in  a  Britifh  army  a  common  foldier  who 
thinks  his  own  life  dearer  than  his  of¬ 
ficers  ?  we  may  be  allured  there  is  not . 
herereafter  it  will  not  be  fuppofed  there  is. 

Thofe  who  propofed,  or  fhall  I  fpeak 
my  thoughts  more  plainly,  he  who  pro¬ 
pofed  this  enterprize,  knew,  to  a  private 
centinel,  the  force  of  France.  If  we  have 
been  often  betrayed  to  them  ;  we  are  not 
now  on  our  own' part  without  intelligence; 
and  we  may  fay,  with  truth,  if  the  con¬ 
duit  of  this  defign,  which  is  the  latefi, 
be  allowed  a  proper  inftance,  that  we 
have  turned  the  tables  upon  them.  They 
did  not  know,  nay,  did  not  guefs  the 
place  we  fhould  attack  :  and  he  was  ig¬ 
norant,  who  has  faid,  they  knew  it  was 
on  their  own  coaft,  within  a  certain  lati- 

i 

tude  :  I  am  tender  to  fay  ignorant ;  per¬ 
haps  impartiality  will  ufe  a  harlher 
term. 

B  _  / 
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They  did  not  know  our  purpofe ;  and 
we  knew  their  ftrength.  Their  fpies 
were  taken  up,  and  our  method  of  in¬ 
telligence  ;  a  method  never  known  to 

former  ftatemen,  and  not  to  be  difclofed, 
had  full  fuccefs. 

We  knew  the  number  and  the  quality 
of  their  ftrength  upon  the  coaft,  at  and 
3 bout  this  place ;  and  we  lent  a  force 
that  could  not  he  refilled  by  it.  A!as,thofe 
who  (nould  have  drawn  courage  and 
certain  hope  of  our  fuccefs  from  this  ac¬ 
count  :  did  not  believe  it.  !Twas  more 
unhappy,  that  they  did  not  fpeak  their 
doubts ;  they  would  have  been  allured, 
convinced,  and  certain.  They  took  their 
charge  without  remonftrance,  and  felt 
their  doubt  of  the  fair  truth,  then 
when  it  fnould  have  inlpired  them  for 
the  adtion.  The  taking  of  Fort  Fouras, 
3tis  faid,  was  a  point  of  neceffity ;  but 
1  deny  it  abfolutely.  That  it  was  proper 
to  attempt  is  evident :  this  is  as  evident  as 
that  :t  might  have  been  taken.  It  would 

have 
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been  convenient ;  but  it  was  not  necef- 
fary.  They  are  wife  who  prepare  for  a 
retreat ;  but  they  are  brave,  and  that’s  a 
nobler  character,  who  burn  the  fhips  that 
brought  them. 

»  .  V 

Why  fhould  any  fay  Fouras  was  ne- 
ceffary  r  if  neceffary,  it  was  to  fecure  a  fafe 
return  :  but  that  was  not  endangered  by 
the  orders ;  and  there  needed  no  fuch 
fecurity.  The  foldiers  were  not  direct¬ 
ed  to  remain  at  Rochfort,  they  were 
to  deftroy  it,  and  return :  there  was 
no  force  to  refill;  no  ftrength  to  pre¬ 
vent  ;  not  to  oppofe  their  defray¬ 
ing  it :  nay,  it  would  have  been  pro¬ 
bably  deferted,  perhaps  deftroyed  for 
them :  the  flames  they  fhould  have 
kindled  would  have  moft  likely  been 
lighted  up  by  the  defpairing  enemy. 

The  deflxudtion  being  accomplifhed, 
their  duty  was  fulfilled:  they  would  have 
nothing  remaining  but  to  return,  and  no' 
enemy  to  hinder :  no,  not  to  molefl; 
them.  They  would  have  been  rejoicing 

in 
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m  tJieir  fuccefsonboard  the  fhipgj  before 
tire  poft-chaife  army  could  have  feen  the 
havock  of  their  enterprise. 

But  give  them  all :  fuppofe  Fouras 
was  neceflary  ;  does  it  appear  they  could 
not  take  it  ?  he  who  thinks  this,  reads 
with  fome  other  organ,  not  his  eyes :  for 
it  is  as  plain  to  fenfe  as  the  meridian  fun, 
that  nothing  but  their  declining  the  at- 
tempt  could  have  prevented  them  from 
taking  it. 

Fouras,  a  fort  of  no  great  ftrength,  lay 
open  to  attacks  from  fea  and  land  ;  for 
England  a  fleet  lay  before  it,  a  Angle 
veflel  of  which  might  undertake;  that  part 
of  the  operation  with  a  fair  prolpedt  of 
fuccels  :  afecond  with  mold  abiolute  cer¬ 
tainty.  An  army,  lo  we  may  call  it,  com¬ 
paring  the  force  with’ the  occaflon,  was 

I  • 

on  board,  a  fmall  part  of  which  would 
by  their  very  appearance,  have  terrified 
the  weak,  decriped  garrifon.to  have  hung 
out  the  flag  of  lubmiflion.  . 
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’Tis  thought  it  could  not  be  carried  by 
the  land-force,  unlefs  attacked  at  the  fame 
time  by  fea.  The  events  of  adions  unat¬ 
tempted  are  involved  in  clouds ;  but  it 
appears  we  fhould  have  found  this  other- 

wife  on  trial. 


’Tis  faid,  that  it  was  inacceffible  by 
fea.  But  who  is  he  that  fays  it  ?  Did  he 
try  ?  or  did  he  ufe  the  plain  and  the  fail 
means  of  trial  ?  Thefe  are  important 
queftions  >  and  if  he  will  not  anfwer,  i 
and  the  publick  will  d.ebate  it  for  him. 

By  inacceffible  his  meant,  no  fliips  of 
force  to  aft  effeftually  againft  the  fort, 
could  come  up  within  reach  of  it.  Let  us 
debate  this  queftion ;  for  it  is  oi  import¬ 
ance.  They  are  weak  indeed  with  whom 
blank  affertions,  efpeciaily  affertions  oi 


the  accufed,  will  ftarid  as  arguments :  tis 


not  the  charafterof  the  Britilh  people, 


Who  could  be  ft  know  whether  or  not 
Voiiras  was  acceffible  ?  rf  iiulrry,  molt 


un- 
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unqueftionably :  a  pilot  by  profeffion : 
an(l  he  declared  it  was. 

$ 

But  was  Thierry  honeft  ?  Certainly. 
He  had  been  tried.  ’Twas  he  who  told 
the  fame  commanders,  Aix  was  acceffi- 
ble,  ’twas  he  who  led  up  the  brave  Howes 
Blip,  well  named  for  her  commander  3 
and  placed  her  for  the  action. 

This  man  offered  to  lay  the  fame  Blip 
on  the  fame  poft  of  fervice.  He  fought 
and  he  follicited  this  duty  :  he  propofed 
to  carry  thither  that  fliip  preferably  to  all 
others,  for  a  plain  reafon,  becaufe  lie  had 
feen  the  behaviour  of  the  captain.  The 
man  was  brave  ;  for  he  defired  to  place 
himfelf  in  the  port  of  danger  :  he  was 

honeft;  for  he  had  performed  his  duty 
tiuly  and  well  before.  What  could  the 

commanders  defire  more  for  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  than  an  honeft  and  fkilful  pilot,  a 
Blip  of  fin  ce  whole  crew  had  behaved 

gallantly ;  and  the  affurance  that  the  fort' 
was  weak  ? 

All 


1 
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All  this  they  had  :  thofe  who  fhould 
face  the  danger,  if  there  were  any  dan¬ 
ger,  defired  and  fought  it.  The  fort 
was  thought  needful  to  be  taken,  and  they 

needed  only  look  on  to  fee  the  attack,  to 

# 

fee  the  fuccefs  at  Aix  repeated  at  Fouras ; 
and  in  the  next  advance,  that  of  Fouras 
at  Rochfort. 

Would  any  man  under  thofe  circurn- 
flances,  and  with  thofe  aiTurances,  have 
thought  this  fort  impracticable  or  inac- 
ceffible?  I  will  not  fay,  Did  any  man  then 
think  fo  ?  Error ;  or  worfe  prevailed  :  but 
to  the  whole  Britifh  people  I  addrefs  the 
queftion  :  Does  any  man  think  now  the 
fort  Fouras  was  not  acceffible  to  flip¬ 
ping  ?  there  is  none  fo  abfurd. 

I  know  there  are  men  that  will  doubt 
their  reafon ;  but  all  will  believe  their 
fenfes.  A  fliip  of  feventy-four  guns  of 
the  enemy  did  pafs  within  reach  of  the 
fort :  therefore  there  was  depth  of  water ; 

n  F  and 
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and  the  honed  pilot  knew,  and  toid  them, 
he  knew  where  to  find  it. 

Thefe  are  the  reafons  to  think,  much 
more,  thefe  are  the  proofs  thatFortFouras 
was  acceflible.  Now  to  do  all  men  juf- 
tice,  let  us  fee  what  could  induce  any  to 
think  otherwife.  They  doubted  whether 
there  was  depth  of  water :  Who  doubted, 
and  with  what  pretence  of  reafon  ?  Could 
they  fuppofe  they  knew  better  than  he 
whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  know  the  date 
of  the  place,  who  was  the  only  perfon 
that  pretended  to  know ;  and  who  had 
fhewn  that  he  did  know  it  ?  they  thought 
a  large  fhip  could  not  have  depth  of 
water  ;  and  one  in  high  command  repre- 
fented,  that  a  fmaller  fhip  was  ground¬ 
ed  fome  miles  didant.  ’T\vas  admiral 

■  •  '  .  d 

Knowles  who  gave  this  account ;  and  he 
is  too  well  known  to  leave  the  lead 

'  i  •  .  •  -  .  +  »  * 

need  of  more  authority  for  its  truth. 

i 
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But  what  does  its  truth  fignify  ?  What 
do  this,  or  all  the  other  like  reprefenta- 
tions  avail  ?  Did  any  think,  or  did  the 
pilot  Thierry  fay,  that  there  was  depth 
of  water  to  the  full  extent  of  four  miles 
from  the  fort?  Is  it  the  nature  of  the  thing, 

or  are  thefe  places  acceflible  every  way 
to  the  ignorant  ? 

If  this  be  the  cafe,  what  is  the  need 
of  pilots  ? — Surely  there  might  be  water 
though  the  unexperienced  could  not  find 
it.  The  whole  ftrength  of  this  argument 
turns  on  a  fingle  point.  One  queftion  will 
determine  it. 

There  was  but  one  pilot  on  board  who 
knew  the  coaft:  he  and  no  other  propofed 
to  condudt  a  fliip  to  the  place.  It  was 
reafonable  to  believe  he  could,  becaufe 
he  faid  it ;  and  he  was  a  perfon  of  known 
abilities.  There  was  no  reafon  to  fuppofe 
a  fiiip  could  be  carried  thither  fife  with- 

F  z 
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out  him ;  nor,  I  mu  ft  needs  fay,  could 
any  think  it. 

The  Barfleur  tried,  and  it  did  not  fuo 
ceed :  it  was  a-ground  at  three  or  four 
miles  diftance. 

V  *  S  ,  • 

V/as  Thierry  on  board  the  Bar- 

FLEUR  AT  THAT  TIME  ?  this  queffioH 

anfwers  all.  This  let  Mr.  Knowles  ; 
nay,  plainly,  this  let  Sir  Edward  H— — 
anfwer.  He  afked  it  furely?  If  Thierry 
was  on  board,  the  naval  part  in  the  enter- 
prize  Hands  fully  and  fairly  excufed:  for 
they  in  that  cafe  tried,  and  we  defire  no 
more.  If  he  was  not  on  board,  the 
trial  was  not  made ;  and  every  man  of 
candor  will  believe,  that  Fouras  was  ac- 
ceffible  by  fea  5  becaufe  this  pilot  fays  fo.. 
Every  one  who  has  common  underftand- 
ing  will  know  it  was  acceffible  ;  for  we 
now  know  a  French  ill  ip  of  the  force  we 
have  mentioned,  with  all  her  guns  and 
other  heavy  equipage,  palled  in  the  fight 

>  of 
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of  this  fleet  of  England  to  Rochfort  thro’ 
that  channel. 

We  muft  have  leave  therefore  to  think 
this  Fouras  fort,  which  was  then  judged 
fo  neceffary,  might  have  been  attacked 
by  fea;  and  we  know  it  might  have 
'  been  attacked  alfo  by  land :  we  knew  its 
ftrength,  better  to  fay,  its  weaknefs  :  we 
know  it  muft  have  fallen ;  and  thole 
who  feemed  to  fome  appointed  more  to 
try  the  minifter  than  the  officers,  have  faid  I 
there  where  it  cannot  be  recalled,  nor 
thought  to  be  unfairly  faid,  that  this  omif- 
fion  was  one  confiderable  caufe,  that  the 
attack  intended  to  be  made  on  Rochfort 
did  not  fucceed. 

Shall  we  declare  another  and  a  greater  ? 
ftiame  flops  the  pen  that  fhould  commit 
the  acknowledgment  of  it  to  pofterity  : 
the  ink  that  fhould  difplay  the  ftury  loofes 
its  colour,  blufhing:  it  was  becaufe  fbme 

who  fhould  have  executed,  did  not  un¬ 
der- 
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derfland  their  orders.  The  exprels  term 

.was  not  in  their  natural  language. 

> 

*  •  f 

Let  me  not  be  underftood  to  reproach 
the  officers  in  a  Britifh  army  for  not  un- 
derftanding  the  French  language!  no: 
far  otherwife.  But  by  what  fatality  came  a 
French  phrafe,  this  curfed  Coup-de- 
MAin  into  an  Englifh  army’s  orders  ? 

t*  O',  f  • ‘  , 

Is  notour  own  language fufficient  to  ex- 
prefs  all  that  is  gieat,  and  bold,  and  brave, 
and  daring :  it  has  been  the  language  of 
conquerois;  and  it  becomes  their  mouths. 
Wc  have  had  ambafladors  who  fcorned 
even  in  a  French  court  the  condefcenfion 
offpeaking  the  French  language  :  and  is 
it  come  to  us  at  home  ?  Are  orders  to  be 
executed  againft  France  couched  in  the 
language  of  the  country  that  is  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  ?  O  thoughtlefs  and  unnatural ! 

Nations  have  fallen  by  copying  the  vices 
of  thofe  they  conquered  3  and  they  have 

been 
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been  unpitied ;  becaufe  they  knew  thole 
vices  only  rendered  the  people  open 
to  that  conqueft.  We  cannot  but  re¬ 
member  that  it  was  once  our  own  cafe : 
nay,  that  France,  a  part  of  France  was 
in  the  oppolite  fcale. .  The  Norman  cuf- 
toms  and  the  Norman  language  made 
the  way  ealy  for  the  Norman  conqueft. 
Let  us  look  back  upon  this  fcene.  Hif- 
tory  is  a  moft  faithful  mirror  :  that  which 
has  been  accomplilhed,  may  be ;  and  if 
we  would  prevent  it,  there  is  no  other 
way  but  to  avoid  the  occalions. 

t  r 

*  -  *  %  «  »  r  .  <  ,  r« 

'•  '■  ,  *  f  •  Jk  *  ii  jifl 

We  have  been  told  repeatedly,  it  was 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Englilh  na¬ 
tion  to  adopt  a  language  poorer  than  its 
own  j  and  from  a  people  whom  we  had 
ufedvirtuoully  to  defpife :  it  has  been  ftfid, 
that  it  was  dangerous  as  well  as  mean. 
They  fpoke  at  random  who  urged  this 
plea  againft  the  introducing  it ;  for  it  is 
impcffible  they  could  lorefee  ;  it  is  im- 
poffible  any  Ihould  think  the  orders  of 


our 
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our  army  would  contain  terms  not  of 
the  Englifli  language. 

’Tis  certain  we  have  found  much  more 
than  the  danger,  we  have  found  the 
threatened  mifehief.  What  is  there  in 
this  French  phrafe  our  language  could 
not  as  well,  or  could  not  better  have  ex- 
prelled  ?  It  has ;  even  in  thofe  orders.  The 
king  of  England  exprefled  himfelf  in 
Englifh  on  the  occafion.  What  is  there 
in  this  Coup-de-main  that  is  not  faid 
more  ftrongly  in  thefe  terms,  Attack, 

and  BY  A  VIGOROUS  IMPRESSION  FORCE 

the  town  of  Rochfort.  The  words  are 
Englifli,  fuited  to  the  purpofe,  and  they 
were  worthy  of  a  king  of  England.  He 
mull:  have  neither  ears  nor  feeling,  who 
thinks  the  Coup-de-main  a  better  phrafe. 
’Tis  certain,  Coup-de-main  is  neither 
French  nor  Englifli  for  Surprize,  tho’ 
it  has  been  fo  conftrued.  It  means  a  rc- 
folute  and  fudden  fliock  of  arms,  a  flxoke, 
a  blow,  fwift,  forcible,  and  violent :  and 


can 
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can  better  words  be  found  in  any  lan¬ 
guage  for  that  fenfe  than  thole  which 
were  employed  by  fovereign  authority  ? 
Attack,and  by  a  vigorous impreffion ,  force; 
arefurely  ftrongenough,  and  Ihort  enough: 
I  do  not  know  how  others  felt  them ;  but 
to  me  they  warm,  they  animate,  they  en- 
flame, — even  me  worn  out  with  pain  and 
with  fatigues.  If  they  can  raife  the  languid 
and  the  weak,  what  Ihould  they  do  to 
thofe  who  hear  them  on  the  face  of  ac¬ 
tion  ;  thofe  whom  they  Ihould  inlpire  ? 

Indeed,  if  the  thought  could  not,  we 
need  not  wonder  that  the  words  wanted 
effedt :  nor  was  it  poffible  they  Ihould 
realy  remain  oblcure  or  unintelligible. 
They  were  repeated  in  the  great  general’s 
inftrudfions  ;  and  he  is  himfelf  of  French 
origin  :  it  would  be  poor  and  mod:  un¬ 
worthy  to  reproach  him  with  inferting 
the  expreffion.  Inftead  of  that  let  us  do 
him  and  fair  truth  juftice ;  for  he  has 
well  explained  them.  He  tells  them, 

O  Coup- 
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C  oup-de-main  was  that  attack  by  which 
Bergen  ;  that  by  which  Fort  St.  Philip’s 
v,  as  fubdued  :  twas  that  by  which  we 
lolb ;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf,  m  fpite  of 
tliis  mifcarriage,  ’twas  that  by  which  we 
fliall  regain  Minorca. 

Was  that,  or  could  it  be  interpreted  a 
fiirprize  by  which  St.  Philip’s  was  dif- 
inembered  from  the  Britifh  empire  ?  the 
army  that  performed  it  lay  long  there  be- 
ioie  :  it  was  attacking,  and  by  vigorous 
impreffion,  forcing;  nothing  more  or 
lefs,  nothing  other :  and  even  the  expref- 
fions  of  the  general  who  ufes  the  phrafe 
moft,  fhew  it  could  not  mean  otherwife. 
He  fays,  this  vigorous  impreffion,  this 
Blow,  this  Coup-de-main,  might  be 
ibruck,  when  the  enemy  faw  the  prepa¬ 
rations  for  a  regular  attack  :  nay,  that  it 
then  would  have  perhaps  the  bed:  effedh 
becaufe  they  would  die  lead  exped  it. 

Alas  !  we  had  no  enemy  that  would 
have  given  occafion  to  fuch  preparations ; 

none 
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none  that  would  Hand  to  fee  the  purpofe 
of  a  regular  or  irregular  attack :  nay, 
they  would  have  robbed  us  of  the  glory 
of  a  furprlze  ;  they  would  have  fled.  But 
they  could  not  have  robbed  this  nation 
of  the  glory.  The  king  of  England 
would  have  been  obeyed  in  France  ;  the 
docks  and  magazines,  the  arfenals  and 
dripping,  would,  purfuant  to  his  oi  dei  s, 
have  been  deftroyed ;  and  the  unpurfued 
enemy  would  have  fled  as  far  as  they 

could  fee  the  illumination.  - 

That  many  faid,,  and  perhaps  thought, 
when  this  vaft  force  was  fitted  out,  that 
nothing  would  be  done  by  it,  can  be  no 
more  concealed  than  it  can  be  remem.  ~ 
bered  without  horror;  but  they  were 
Englifh,  all  of  them,  who  faid  or  thought 
it :  thofe  who  fliould  have  luffered  the 
impreffion  fpoke  another  languge.  If  I 
may  fay  what  I  very  well  know,  France 
would  have  given  two  Rochforts  for  a 
compromife:  but  there  were  thole  at  home 

G  2  who 
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who  talked  cf  danger and  who  made  i,. 
One  who  was  but  too  popular,  was 

1  1 10  ^aVC  ProP0^e<^  ^is  expedition ; 

and  the  fuccefs  would  fix  him  in  the  peo, 

pie  s  eftimation  ; - bets  would  be  loft  at 

*  1  s’  and  Pome  who  wanted  power  would 

never  gain  it  ;  for  honefty  muft  then  reign 
Jn  public  bufinefs. 


3ut  they  ftiould  ailc  how  came  this 
man  fo  popular  ?  Did  he  feek,  or  did  he 
court  the  fo  much  hated,  and  fo  much 
envied  diftindtion  ?  no.  His  adtions  could 
not  but  be  open ;  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
thathe  hopes  they  always  will,  and  means 
they  always  fliall  be  fo.  Thofe  who  faw 
were  pleafed :  if  the  means  were  une¬ 
qual,  yet  they  faw  the  end  was  honeft : 
and  they  applauded  his  defigns  even  when 
ineffectual.  Thus  grew  that  popularity 
which  has  created  fo  much  envy.  May 
they  who  envy  him  take  the  fame  me¬ 
thods  to  obtain  it. 


/ 
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What  is  he  to  expeft  who  is  re¬ 
proached  for  having  fhewn  a  care  of  opr 
colonies ;  and  infulted  for  fuppofing'  an 
Englifh  .army  would  do  its  duty  ?  This 
he  may  expert ;  and  this  is  all ;  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  honeft  men  ;  with  what  is  felt 
much  deeper,  that  of  his  own  honeft  heart. 

Bee  a  uie  he  thought  France  not  im¬ 
pregnable,  he  was  a  vifionary ;  becaufe 
he  did  not  think  Frenchman  and  heroe 
meant  the  fame,  he  was  a  man  who  va¬ 
lued  himfelf  on  what  he  did  not  under- 
Hand.  Juft  as  becaufe  he  had  obtained 
fome  influence  by  means  they  never  ufed 
to  rife  to  power,  he  muft  have  rifen  to 
it  from  STRANGE  CONJUNCTURES  IN 
THESE  ridiculous  times*.  Blufh  at 
the  words!  If  there  be  fo  much,  I  will 
not  fay  of  modefty,  fo  much  of  human 

nature  in- the  face  of  him  who  wrote 
them. 

*  Canfiderations,  page,  4. 
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This  power,  if  it  be  fuch,  to  which  his 

king  has  raifed  him,  he  will  maintain  as 

long  as  his  king  permit,  and  his  country- 

wants  an  honed;  man  for  its  execution  : 

and  this  not  from  ambition  ;  for  howfo- 
*  * 

ever  it  may  be  their  idol,  the  good  defpife 
it :  not  from  even  inclination ;  for  his 
infirmities  incline  him  to  more  eafe, 
but  from  duty.  That  duty,  which  he 
efteems  fuperior  to  the  thoughts  of  fa¬ 
mily,  a  name,  or  friends ;  fuperior  equally 
to  ambition  and  to  avarice  :  his  duty  to 
his  country. 

f  -  r  ,  ,  %  .  0  „  '  .*  f.#  «/  • 

But  what  fhould  he,  or  what  fhould 

*  * 

any  man  who  willies  the  glory  and  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  country,  expedt  from  fuch 
as  thofe,  who  have  not  been  adiamed 
to  fay,  and  now  even  to  publidi  that  thefe 
generals  are  fo  far  -from  blameable  for 
having  done  too  little  in  the  execution  of 
this  plan  againd:  Rochfort,  that  they  are 
culpable  for  having  done  too  much. 
They  need  no  anfwer  from  thofe  who 

J 

think 
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think  otherwife  of  the  defign  and  the 
event  of  that  unhappy  expedition  :  thefe 
are  their  own  words,  and  no  others  could 
fo  perfectly  condemn  them.  ■ 

Rochfort  was  open  to  the  attacks  of  our 
forces,  and  Fouras  was  accefiible  by  fea. 
Thefe  are  plain  ;  and  they  are  mod  cer¬ 
tain  fadts.  None  doubt  them  now :  none 
ever  did  doubt  them  except  thofe  only 
whofe  doubt  of  them  could  be  injurious. 
This  was  known  to  be  their  ftate  at  the 
time  when  the  defign  of  the  expedition 
was  laid  :  ’twas  this  that  gave  birth  to  the 
expedition.  They  were  fo  then  ;  and  they 
are  fo  now.  No  Frenchman  contradidts 
it.  What  then  was  it  they  did  too  much, 
who  did  not  make  the  attempt  ?  A  coun¬ 
cil  of  war  determined  it  impracticable. 
They  made  this  new  determination  there; 
and  one  would  have  thought  that  it  aroie 
from  new  lights,  and  new  knowledge. 

But  is  it  fo  ?  no  man,  no  not  themfelves 

% 

will  fay  it.  The  knowledge  they  had, 

and 
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«md  all  that  knowledge  they  obtained  at 

home  :  their  council  of  war  might  as 

well  have  been  called  here  in  England 

before  they  fet  out,  as  when  it  was. 

Indeed  on  future  occafions,  I  hope,  we 

fhall  fee  it  fo;  ’twill  be  a  high  pitch  of  the 

Britifh  liberty :  and  if  the  refolution 

ihould  be  fuch,  it  will,  by  being  taken 

in  good  time,  fave  the  expence  of  fuch 

vaft  preparation.  Though  the  nation 

furniflied  it  on  this  occafion  chear- 

fully,  we  know  they  could  but  ill  af¬ 
ford  it. 

Indeed  the  precedent  this  forms  is  dan- 
geious.  How  is  a  fovereign  fure  his 
beft  fchemes  will  be  executed,  if  orders 
are  thus  lightly  let  alide  ?  How  will  the 
nation  furnifh  expeditions,  or  with  what 
Ipn  it  bear  additional  taxes,  if  they  under¬ 
hand,  that  all  the  care  of  thofe  who  go¬ 
vern  cannot  fecure  the  lead;  part  of  the 
execution. 


< 


Fear 


1 


I 


f  49  3 

Fear,  nay,  what's  much  more,  trea¬ 
chery,  may  fet  afide  the  greateft  pur- 
pofes.  It  becomes  me  to  fay,  before  I 
urge  this  farther,  that  in  the  prefent  cafe 
malice  itfelf  will  not  apply  to  particu¬ 
lars  what  is  here  faid  generally  ;  but 
certainly  it  is  worth  an  enemy’s  pur- 
chafe,  and  a  high  purchafe  too,  to  pre¬ 
vent  fuch  expeditions.  We  know  that 
the  weight  of  one  voice  often,  ufu- 
ally  the  power  of  two  or  three  per- 
fons,  can  turn  the  refolution  of  an 
alfembly ;  and  we  fhould  tremble  for 
the  confequences.  .  Venality  increafes ; 
vices  increafe ;  and  the  vain  extravagance 
of  the  gay  and  diffolute,  muft  have  fup- 
plies  :  who  can  allure  us,  that  in  ano¬ 
ther  age,  an  enemy  open  to  our  attacks,’ 
may  not,  inftead  of  hazarding  a  defence, 
employ  half  the  furns  their  preparation 
would  coft,  to  corrupt  thofe,  who  may 
influence  in  councils  where  the  defi^ns 

O 

of  government  may  be  fet  afide,  with 
impunity.  , 
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if  it  be  laid,  i'uch  aflemblies  of  officers 
have  been  cuftomary  upon  the  execution 
of  hazardous  enterprizes,  I  ffiall  not  deny 
it :  it  is  not  the  affembling,  but  the  pur- 
pofe  of  affembling  we  are  to  fear.  We 
have  a  famous  inftance  in  that  truly 
Britifh  commander,  who  made  fome  years 
ago  fuch  an  attack,  in  much  lefs  advan¬ 
tageous  circumffances. 

Before  the  execution  of  his  orders, 
which  from  the  ftate  of  things  were  full 
of  danger,  he  called  his  officers  together; 
and  they  began  with  reprefenting,  in  the 
ffirongeft  light  they  could,  thofe  difficul¬ 
ties  :  their  general  anfwered  ,  You  mif- 
take  the  purpofe  of  our  meeting,  it  is 
not  to  debate,  whether  we  land  or  not ; 

for  that  you  ffiall  do  immediately. - If 

any  can  propofe  what  will  be  advan¬ 
tageous  to  us  when  we  are  landed,  now 

O 

is  the  time  to  fpeak. 

«* 
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Thefe  were  the  deliberations :  (coim- 
cils,  if  it  fo  pleafe  the  world  to.  call 
them)  which  Britifh  officers  held  in  pre¬ 
ceding  years ;  and  the  confequences  were 
fuch  as  might  be  thought.  They  fuc- 
ceeded,  becaufe  they  attempted  :  for,  to 
dare  in  war,  is  generally  to  do.  Children 
need  not  be  told,  that  they  cannot  fuc- 
ceed  who  do  not  try  ;  yet  he  needs 
to  be  told  fo,  who  can  fay,  I  will  not 
add  can  think,  for  thoughts  and  fuch 
words  do  not  go  together,  that  thofe 
were  blameable  for  doing  too  much,  who 
being  commiffioned  with  an  important 
enterprize,  returned  without  attempting 
to  perform  it, 

I  have  laid  down  in  fair  and  equal  - 
terms  (for  I  think  the  public  have  a  right 
to  hear  all  fairly)  the  intent  and  pur- 
pofe  of  this  enterprize :  the  hate  of 
England  at  that  time :  the  hate  of  France: 
and  the  condition  of  Rochfort  in  parti¬ 
cular.  I  have  mentioned  how  effientiat 
• '  «« 

H  2.  fame 
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tome  lervice  was  at  that  time,  and  how 
able  we  were  to  perform  it.  ’Tis  plain  ; 
it  cannot  be  debated ;  except  by  thofe 
who  employ  the  very  moderate  talents 
God  has  given  them,  to  perplex  and  to 
deceive  their  country,  inftead  of  doing 
her  the  needful  l'ervice  ;  that  great  pur- 
pofes  might  have  been  anfwered  by  an 
attack  upon  the  coaft  of  France,  and 
greateft  of  all  there,  where  this  attack 
was  deftined  to  be  made,  at  Rochfort :  It 
is  evidentthis  mighthave  been  done ;  and 
it  remains  to  fay,  what  would  have  been 
the  confequence  if  it  had  !  If  Rochfort 
had  been  forced  by  a  vigorous  impref- 
fion  ;  If  the  fhips  and  Fores,  the  docks 
and  yards,  arfenals,  and  all  the  reft  that 
ferves  for  military  preparation  had  been 
destroyed ;  as  our  great,  brave,  and experi-. 
enced  fovereign  gave  in  charge  :  as  our 
commander  in  chief  particularly  direct¬ 
ed  ;  and  as  that  day-ftar  in  the  heaven  of 
war,  the  king  of  Pruffia,  thought  it 
might. 

But 
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But  I  (hall  fpare  the  unneceffary  grief 
that  muft  wound  the  Britifh  heart  at 
feeing  in  review  thofeconfequences  which 
are  but  in  imagination.  They  cannot  be 
recalled  :  perhaps  they  would  not  have 
followed  as  may  feem  :  perhaps  we  are 
miflaken.  The  navy  of  France  may  be, 
perhaps,  diftrefled  in  its  firft  fource  fome 
other  way ;  or  we  may  ride  upon  the 
bofom  of  the  deep  fuperior,  as  we  have 
done  hitherto,  to  her,  and  all  her  poffi- 
ble  allies :  unlefs  the  Dutch  fhould,  at 
fome  future  and  remote  period,  fwell  the 

number  of  her  fubjedts. 

%  ?  r  • 

If  it  be  true,  that  thofe  who  prefaged 
and  wagered  ill  fuccefs  to  the  defign, 
ufed  all  their  endeavours,  influence,  in- 
flnuation,  and  other  arts,  to  occa- 
flon  that  which  they  pretended  only  to 
forefee ;  if  there  be  men  who  to  ruin 
one  fellow-fubjedt,  becaufe  he  is  better 
than  themfelves,  and  therefore  is  more 
beloved,  would  endeavour,  or  if  there 

be 
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oe  tiiofe  who  did  endeavour  to  thwart 
the  purpofes  of  this  expedition,  they 
ha\  e  pi  evaded  :  but  they  have  not  fuc- 
ceeded.  Their  country  has  loft  the 
benefit  that  might,  nay,  that  would  have 
arifen  from  the  fervice  ;  but  in  the  ftead 
of  hurting  him  who  is  fuppofed  to  have 
defigned  it,  their  mifchief  has  returned 
upon  themfelves.  The  people  of  Bri¬ 
tain  are  too  difcerning  to  be  milled  by 
men  of  fuch  flight  talents  j  they  fee  the 
purpofe  was  of  the  true  patriot-ftamp  j 
they  fee  the  expedition  had  in  it  nothing 
of  chimera  or  extravagance  :  a  great 
good  was  defigned  ;  a  force  fufficient 
was  equipped  to  anfwer  it ;  and  it  has 

failed  :■  no  matter  how - fo  long 

as  eveiy  impartial  eye  fees  ’twas  not  be- 
caule  it  could  not  be  atchieved.  His 
charadtei  Hands  fair  whom  they  would 
ruin  j  and  they,  unlefs  they  can  wafii  off 
an  /hthiopfufpicion,  are  deemed  to  ever- 
lafting  lhame  and  deteftation. 


[  55  ] 

The  grief  which  fome  of  thefe:ex- 
prefs,  and  with  which  they  would 
vainly  hide  the  ftain  they  cannot  re¬ 
move,  is  not  of  the  right  mould  :  ’tis 

• 

like  the  forrow  of  Prior’s  criminal,  not 
that  he  murthered,  but  that  he  was 
taken.  ’Tis  like  the  lamentation  of  that 
faft-day  preacher,  who  enumerating  the 
calamities  whichhadbefallen  the  land,  and 

which  declared  heaven  offended,  dwelt 
more  on  the  difeafe  which  had  carried 
off  the  fat  oxen  of  the  kingdom,  than 
on  the  approaching  conflicts  which  call 
for  her  beft  people. 

If  the  very  profpedf  of  fuccefs  could 
afffift  thefe  men,  what  muff  they  fuffer 
now  from  the  beginnings  of  fuccefs, 
and  from  the  fair  promifes  of  much 
more :  the  good  eftebts  of  the  encou¬ 
ragement,  the  honours,  and  rewards, 
which  have  been  bellowed  on  honeft 
lervice ;  and  the  defigns  of  expeditions 
not  to  be  rendered  fruitlefs,  like  the  laff. 

The 
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*The  courage  and  the  fortune  of  our 
prelent  commanders,  muft  fling  thefe 
men  to  death.  What  muff;  they  feel  to 
read  of  the  brave  Clive’s  fuccefs,  of 
Cotes’s;  and  of  the  many  Idler,  though 
not  lefs  merited  advantages  ?  If  thefe  are 
not  enough,  they  may  be  told,  that  every 
day  will  addtothe  account ;  thatEngland 
is  grown,  and  will  grow  more  and  more 
in  flrength  and  honour ;  and,  that  within 
the  fpace  of  a  few  months,  if  human 
forefight  can  at  any  time  be  allowed  to 
promife  benefits,  there  will  be  a  flroke 
more  advantageous  '  to  ourfelves,  and 
more  diflrefsful  to  our  enemies,  even 
than  that  which  has  fo  flrangely  failed, 
would  have  been  with  its  beft  fuccefs. 

In  that  we  are  not  left  to  doubt  the 
caufe  of  our  dilappointment,  therefore 
we  fhall  not  be  difappointed  again  by  the 
fame  means.  The  diftindion  between 
abfolute  and  difcretionary  orders,  or  be¬ 
tween  thofe  which  muft,  and  thofe 

which 
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which  may,  or  may  not  be  obeyed,  will 
be  better  considered,  and  their  nature 
better  defined  hereafter  j  nor  will  one 
half  the  force  find  its  excufe*  becaufe  the 
other  half  (Should  it  prove  fo)  refufed  to 
do  their  duty. 

Even  in  the  cafe  we  name,  if  the  tort 
Fouras  might  have  been  attacked  by  fea, 
and  was  not ;  if  it  were  plain,  even  to 
thofe  who  wifhed  it  moft  obfcure,  that 
they  negleded  their  duty,  who  Should 
have  undertaken  that  part  of  the  com- 
miflion,  it  does  not  follow,  that  the 
others  were  therefore  excufed  in  a  ne- 
gled  as  criminal. 

*  !  *  *  •-  A.  J  i  i  '  4.  <.  k,  *  *  i  ^  f  y  v/i  X  »  t  <  -  ,  |  i  »  ,  ,  jF 

Indeed  the  better  method  and  the  lef3 
hazardous  would  have  been,  to  make  the 
attack  at  once  both  ways  ;  but  it  does  not 
therefore  follow,  that  one  part  negleding, , 
the  other  Should  nothave  attempted  it.  If 
it  be  certain,  that  the  naval  force  refufed 
to  attack  this  fort  when  they  might, 

I  and 
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^nd  lhould  have  done  it ;  ’tis  not  pre¬ 
tended,  that  they  refufed  to  land  the 
men  who  fhould  have  made  the  attempt 
on  fhore.  There  appears  evidence,  aye, 
conviction,  that  they  might  have  been 
landed  fafely  and  commodiouflyj  un¬ 
hurt  and  unmolefted.  Why  then,  in  the 
name  of  honour,  did  they  not  land  ? 
Why  did  they  not  attempt  that  which 
themfelves  faw  a  material  part  of  their 
propofed  expedition  ;  and  which  none 
prevented  or  oppofed  ? 

Indeed  it  was  more  hazardous ;  but 
they  who  have  feen  war  under  fuccefsful 
Generals,  know,  that  hazard  is  the  right 

I 

path,notto  glory  only, but  to  fuccefs.  They 
who  fought  under  the  Pruffian  banners, 
have  feen  things  indeed  hazardous  un¬ 
dertaken  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  at¬ 
tempted,  done  fuccefsful  ly  ;  things,  to 
which  fuch  a  danger  would  appear  fe- 
curity  :  the  world  of  thefe  have  been 
undertaken  chearfully,  by  a  foldiery  who 

knew 
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knew  their  country’s  intereft  depended 
on  them  j  and  that  this  is  the  fentimeffi 
of  England,  as  well  as  of  Pruffia,  the  thea¬ 
tre,  if  I  am  told  rightly,  has  given  proof: 
where,  when  in  a  new  play  occurred 
this  expreffion;  that  dangers  when  ne- 
ceflary  muft  not  be  fhuned ;  the  roof  rung 
many  moments  with  the  popular  accla¬ 
mation. 

I  know  it  is  pretended,  the  troops 
could  not  be  landed,  at  lead:,  that  they 
•  could  notbefet  on  fliore  commodioufly :  fo 
themfelves  fay  for  indeed,  did  they  fay 
otherwife,  what  fubterfuge  remained 
from  the  mod:  open  flume  ?  But  who 
were  the  bed;  judges  of  this  podibility,  the 
land  or  the  fea-officers?  mod:  certainly 
thofe  of  the  lea  ;  the  others  could  not 
pretend  to  the  lead:  undemanding  of 
points  fo  remote  as  the  depth  of  water,  and 
the  nature  of  the  fliore,  from  their  own 
bufinefs.  What  the  fea-officers  thought 
they  have  told  us,  the  chief  in  command 

I  2  wrote 
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wrote  to  the  perfon  who  was  fupofed  to 
have  defigned,  this  expedition  that  it  was 
his  opinion,  the  landing  might  have  been 
effedted.  Nor  his  alone :  he  adds,  Was 
every  ones.  They  had  indeed  their 
choice  of  different  places,  no  batteries, 
no  ambufh,  no  danger,  nor  no  difficulty 
to  have  frighted  them,  unlefs  the  land, 
becaufe  it  was  France,  partook  that 
bugbear  quality,  which  our  coward  ima¬ 
ginations  have  lodged  of  late  in  all  that 
is  French  ;  and  was  therefore  terrible. 

Their  terrors  were  all  of  one  kind, 

t 

vifionary  as  this,  and  as  full  of  fhameful 
confequences.  Did  the  appearance  of  fu- 
perior  forces ;  nay,  did  fo  much  as  the 
report  of  them  fhew  ours  that  there  would 
bedanger?  Neither.  OurGovernmenthad 
been  informed  there  were  fo  few  upon 
the  fpot,  or  near  it,  or  within  the  diftance 
of  poffible  rendefvouz  there,  or  ip  that 
neighbourhood,  that  they  were  certain 
the  force  they  fent  was  equal  to  the  pro- 

jedt 
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je<ft  to  be  executed.  They  t(dd  thofe  In 
command  thefe  circumftances ;  and  they 
fhould  have  been  believed,  unlefs  ocular 
proof,  or  equal  to  ocular,  was  brought 
thofe  generals  of  the  contrary.  But  ’twas 
believed  without  fuch  evidence,  that 
there  were  too  much  danger  in  the  under¬ 
taking.  ’Twas  believed,  though  no  fuch 
thing  was  known,  that  there  were  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  troops  to  oppofe 
this  enterprize  :  and  why  was  it  believed, 
not  from  the  evident  circumftances  of 
things,  but,  becaufe  France  was  wife  ; 
and  therefore  would  not  overlook  the 
needful  preparations  of  defence.  It  was 
fuppofed  thofe  troops  were  brave  and  were 
well  officered  ;  not  that  this  could  be 
known.,  for  there  were  none  fuch  there  ; 
but  becaufe  theFrench  are  well  appointed. 
’  F was  thought  there  were  men  behind 
mole-hiIis(fand-hilIs — I  beg  their  pardon) 
not  becaufe  men  were  feen  there,  but 
becaufe  there  being  fuch  advantage  of  the 
ground;  and  France  being  wife,  it  could 

not 
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not  be  but,  that  fhe  would  take  it  to  her 
ufe.  % 

U  mifei  able  infatuation  !  O  devoted 
country  !  who  reprefenteffc  thine  enemies 
not  fuch  as  they  are;  but  in  all  lights  that 
can  render  them  terrible. 

v 

I  his  inHance  may  fuffice  for  better 
Information.  All  that  was  thought  was 
erroneous  ;  all  the  opinion  of  the  ffcrength 
and  fuperlative  wifdom  of  this  great 
enemy,  was  faife.  Rochfort  was  not 
in  a  condition  of  defence,  though  it  would 
have  become  wifdom  to  make  it  fuch  . 
it  was  not  ftrong,  tho  it  belonged  to  power¬ 
ful  Fiance  ,  nor  were  there  of  all  their 

numerous, indeed,  according  tbtheEnglifh 

account,  innumerable  forces,  enough  upon 
that  needful  fpot,  to  have  faced  thofewho 
did  not  make  the  attack. 

i 

If  there  be  a  difference  in  the  hate  of 
France  and  that  of  England  reipe&ing 

military 
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military  fervice,  let  us  fee  truly  what 
it  is  that  gives  them  the  advantage.  ’Tis 
in  one  article  alone  they  have  it ;  we  in 
many.  But  it  is  one  of  great  importance. 
We  muft  be  free  to  name  it,  let  the 
offence  fall  where  it  may;  none  is  in¬ 
tended  :  nor  is  any  thing  written  here 
in  malice ;  but  all  for  the  intereft  of 
Britain.  Thefuperiority  theyhave  is  in  the 
conduct  of  their  fervice  ;  it  is  in  thole  who 
have  command  upon  their  expeditions. 

I  hate  comparifons ;  but  I  will  offend 
myfelf  to  place  one  fairly  before  the  view 
of  the  Britifh  people.  ’Twill  hand  in 
the  place  of  a  thoufand  ;  ’tis  felt ;  ’tis 

frefh  ;  and  it  is  one  in  which  both  the 

* 

fubjcdts  are  nowfo  well  underftood,  that 
there  can  be  no  error.  Does  not  the 
reader  anticipate  the  iubjedt !  Does  he  not 

name  for  me,  Rochfort  and  Minorca? 
Alas  !  give  the  French  and  the  Englilh 
their  juft  title  in  thefe  two  expeditions, 
and  we  need  feek  no  farther  to  know  the 
true  occafion  of  our  lolfes. 


Rc  effort 
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Rochfort  was  weak  and  indefenlible— 
St.  Philip  ftrong  by  nature  and  by  art  5 
and  in  appearance,  capable  to  refill:  a 
Bergen  liege  j  yet  Rochfort  efcaped; 
and  England  loll  Minorca. 

f  *  v  '  '  •  '  -  -  -  r-  -  •  •  <  -  *  -J  . 
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\  M 

Had  Minorca  been  the  enemies,  and 
a  force  equal  to  what  they  took  again!!  it 
fent  from  England,  under  thofe  who  were 
dilpatched  again!!  Rochfort ;  would  it 
have  been  taken? — there  is  none  fo  dull 
that  he  can  hear  the  queftion  before  he  pro¬ 
nounces  the  aniwer,  On  the  contrary  , 
had  he  who  gained  Minorca  for  the 
French,  been  fent  again!!  an  Englifh 
town  as  weak  as  Rochfort,  with  the  force 
which  wecommiflioned  thither,  would  he 
have  declined  the  attempt  ? 

It  is  with  pain  I  write :  not  enough 
hardened  to  this  trade  of  furgery  to  cut  fo 
deep  as  the  found  cure  requires.  But 

without  dilgracing  Reafon  by  invedtives 

•  • 

is  it  not  now  plain  what  has  been  our 

Misfortune, 
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Misfortune,  and  what  is  the  foie  advan- 
tage  of  our  enemy, 

If  any  one  fuppofe  he  who  did  F ance 
the  fervice  at  Minorca  has,  more  perfonal 
courage,  more  love  for  his  country,  or 
more  integrity  than  the  commanders, 
who  did  not  render  England  the  expect¬ 
ed  fervice  at  Rochfort,  he  does  thofe 
officers  high  injuffice.  ’Twas  not  the 
want  of  either  of  thefe  qualities ;.  ’twas 
the  excefs  of  another,  equally  good,  with 
thefe ;  but  like  all  good  things,  worft 
in  the  over-ufe  :  ’twas  the  excefs  of 
care  for  the  lives  of  the  Britiffi  foldiery, 
a  diffidence  arifing  from  the  high  opi¬ 
nion  entertained  of  the  enemy,  not  by 
themfelves  firft,  or  alone;  but  artfully,* 
and  if  care  be  not  immediately  taken,  I 
fear  fatally,  by  the  nation.. 

They  and  the  world  will  fee  this  was 
an  error;  and  howfoever  hard  the 
decifions,  may  appear,  the  Pruffian  con- 

K 


/ 


t  66  ] 

and  our  enemies  fuccefs  againft  us 
join  tofupportit,  that  in  times  fo  dange¬ 
rous  as  theie,  rafhnefs  is  preferable  to 
over-caution. 

’’Tis  here,  even  under  the  letter  of 
this  determination,  that  the  difcretionary 
power  of  an  officer  in  chief  command  has 
its  great  ufe.  Though  we  prefer  to  a 
cold  conduit  bravery  that  approaches  to 
rafhnefs,  we  do  not,  nor  we  cannot  mean, 
an  abfolute  infatuation.  We  mean  that 
rafhnefs  which  won  Philip’s  fon,  and 
Creiar  after  him,  the  world  ;  that  rafh- 

Jiefs  by  which  the  Ciefar  of  this  age  lias 

•  * 

conquered  fo  many  enemies  ;  that  rafh¬ 
nefs,  to  conclude  where  we  fet  out,  which 
won  the  French,  Minorca. 

This  he  advifes,  who  knows  our  to- 
vereign,  did  he  himfelf  command  his 
forces,  would  ©bferve  it ;  for  he  has 
{hewn,  whatever  may  be  the  fecond  qua¬ 
lities  of  a  foldier,  the  hrft  is  courage. 

Things 

I 


Things  that  appear  impoffible  grow  eafy 
when  tiiey  are  attempted  ;  and  every 
day’s  experience  in  war  thews,  that  there 
is  nothing  which  true  courage  may  not 
attain :  nothing  which  this  diffidence 
in  ay  not  give  reafons  to  negleCh 

<  a  '  •  r  -»  *«■  •  *  -  -  ►  \ 
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Let  any  man  look  on  the  walls '  dei 
flined  to  an  efcalade,  in  the  cool  light  of 
reafon,  and  he  will  fay,  it  is  impracticable 
to  attempt  them  ;  and  give  fair  reafons,  at 
lead  fpecious  ones,  for  not  making  the 
a  fault.  Let  him  point  out  before  thofe 
judges  to  whom  this  caufe  is  left,  the 
perpendicular  afeent,  the  force  at  top, 
the  advantage  of  the  defenders,  and  open 
and  defencelefs  hate  of  the  affiulants ; 
and  it  will  appear  to  all  the  defign  was 
impracticable:  and  yet,  walls  are  fealed, 
and  towns  are  taken  by  alfault ;  they 
have  been,  and  they  will  be.  The  rea¬ 
fon  is,  that  foldiers  do  not  web-h  the  at- 
tempi  in  tills  cool  ballance,  they  refolve 
u j,th  ipint,  they  attack  with  fury;  and 

their 
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their  very  raflmefs  is  their  fecurity,  and 
«heir  fuccefs.  The  enemy  who  fhould 
oppofe  is  daunted,  and  gives  up  what 
he  might  yet  defend. 

I  ;  -  • 

Entrenchments  carry  the  fame  forbid¬ 
ding  afpedt:  and  reafon  would  declare 
it  madnefs  to  attempt  to  force  them :  yet 
courage  undertakes  it;  and  fucceeds. 
Nay,  with  all  the  difadvantages,  this  is 
To  univerfal,  that  a  late  general  almoft 
faid,  whenever  trenches  are  attacked, 
they  are  forced  and  carried. 


Here  is  the  leffon.  May  they  prac- 
tife  it,  on  whom  the  glory,  certainly, 
perhaps,  the  being  of  their  country 
deoends. 


I  N 


